Pray and Work Towards the Welfare of Singapore, Entreats NCCS President
Christians in Singapore have an important part to play in building up their nation, heard
participants at a major Christian service held at a church in the city centre to celebrate the
53rd anniversary of the founding of the city-state.
As the people of God in the distant past were exhorted by a messenger of God, in an
account recorded in Jeremiah 29, not to neglect the city to which they were sent through
exile but to seek its “peace” or “welfare” (shalom), so believers here would do well to pursue
all that is good for the sake of Singapore.
Explaining the Hebrew term shalom, Bishop Terry Kee, the President of the National Council
of Churches of Singapore (NCCS), highlighted that it embraces “almost… everything good
we can think of”, encompassing not just an absence of conflict or war but the wellness of the
relationship between God and human beings and between human persons.
Bishop Kee delivered the sermon as part of the National Day Thanksgiving Service
organised by the NCCS, held this year at St Andrew’s Cathedral, the mother parish of the
Anglican Diocese of Singapore denomination.
He added that Singapore Christians have a responsibility not just to intercede for the welfare
of their nation, but also model a lifestyle which is worthy of the message of their Lord Jesus
Christ.
Among other things, Christians are to pray that war will never happen; against the rise of
terrorism; for the government; continued racial and religious harmony; a social justice that
empowers the needy to lead a dignified life; and a strong and vigilant defence force to
exercise deterrence and diplomacy.
Bishop Kee devoted the remainder of his sermon to the issue of spiritual wellbeing in
churches, and encouraged pastors and church leaders to continue preaching from the Bible,
seek unity with the members of their congregation, and understand and accept God’s call for
them to pursue the “holistic wellbeing” of the nation.
In this, the church is indebted to the tireless and effective ministry of evangelists like Dr John
Sung and Dr Billy Graham, of whom the latter preached at a massive evangelistic meeting at
the former National Stadium which saw more than 11,000 people receive Jesus Christ into
their hearts.
After Bishop Kee’s sermon, church leaders like Dr Ernest Chew, a historian, mounted the
pulpit to share the impact of the December 1978 Billy Graham evangelistic meeting and its
legacy to the Singapore church. The effectiveness of the evangelistic event could be traced
to the tireless efforts of many such as campus para-church groups, the Lausanne
Conference of 1974, the charismatic renewal and the denominational churches. It helped
also that a venue like the National Stadium was available for the meeting.
Following a gift presentation to the Rev John Chadwick Hammond, church leaders prayed
for the leadership of Singapore, the welfare of the less privileged, peace and security in the
region, and the Celebration of Hope event, an evangelistic meeting scheduled for May 2019.
Leading in worship and presenting anthems were a music team and ensemble from the
Jurong Christian Church, Spiritual Grace Presbyterian Church. The Huria Kristen Batak
Protestant Singapore choir also performed.
By Edmond Chua, Pastoral Admin Officer of St Andrew’s Cathedral
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