NCCS Update (March 2021)
The National Council of Churches of Singapore is pleased to share this monthly update with the Christian
community.
Although founded by the denominational churches nearly five decades ago, today we celebrate the growing
fellowship of churches, large and small, worshipping and witnessing through different expressions of the
Christian faith in Singapore. The unity of the churches in Singapore is a blessing that we do not take for granted,
and it is our pray that the younger generation of church leadership will continue to build on the foundations laid
by their predecessors.
The NCCS Executive Committee, elected once every two years, practises collective leadership as it represents
the Christian community in the public square. The NCCS website regularly provides information to keep you
abreast of events. In addition, here are some recent updates for your attention.
Self-Radicalised Christian Youth. NCCS actively engaged both the Ministry of Home Affairs and the Muslim
leadership following the announcement of the 16 year old self-radicalised Christian youth on 27 January 2021.
NCCS was also involved in the selection of a counsellor to assist in the rehabilitation of the self-radicalised youth
for a two- year period and on a probono basis.
Visit to the Religious Rehabilitation Group (RRG). NCCS leadership accepted the invitation to visit RRG on 9
March and was hosted by Ustaz Dr Mohamed Ali who shared the history, mission and the ongoing work of RRG
in the rehabilitation of Muslim detainees who had been radicalised. NCCS leaders also learned about how RRG
has developed a large team of well-trained volunteer counsellors, as well as organised publications to counter
misinformation about Islam which has often led to the radicalisation of individuals.
Inland Ash Scattering. After consultations with religious groups, including NCCS, the National Environment
Agency invited them for a tour of the completed IAS facilities. This will be another alternative for families to lay
their loved ones to rest. It was found to be well planned and beautifully landscaped. NEA is expected to launch
the IAS facilties in the first half of 2021.
Membership. Every year we have enquiries about membership application. NCCS is encouraged by churches
and church organisations who are seriously considering joining its growing family. Recently, Word of Life Family
Centre officially became a congregational member of NCCS on 28 January.
Online Church Directory Migration. Bible Society is working with NCCS to improve the look and user-friendliness
of the On-line Church Directory. Once completed, all data of the churches listed in the current directory will be
migrated to a new directory (with a new url). NCCS will be contacting churches for data verifications once the
migration is completed. Please note that the new On-line Church Directory will only go live after all data have
been verified.
Ethos Institute for Public Christianity. Ethos Institute is a think tank of NCCS, Trinity Theological College and
Bible Society of Singapore. It most recent held the Ethos Conversation 2021 on 20 March via zoom on the topic
“Religion and Politics in Singapore” where the guest of honour was Minister K Shanmugam, Minister for Home
Affairs and Law. Some 200 people participated. We invite you to the next event: “Church and Society in
Pandemic Times: An Evening with Minister Lawrence Wong” on 22 April 2021 from 7.30pm to 9.30pm.
Licence to Solemnize Marriages. NCCS has been requested by the Registry of Marriages (ROM) to assist in
processing applications by pastors. The annual application process closed on 31 January 2021. NCCS submitted
a total of 18 new applications and recommended 56 renewals. Please note that the next application cycle will
commence in September 2021.
NCCS AGM. We look forward to seeing all representatives of member churches at the NCCS 47th Annual General
Meeting to be held on 15 April 2021.

