NCCS Update (April 2021)
The National Council of Churches of Singapore is pleased to share the second in the series of monthly updates with the
Christian community. We trust that last month’s March update provided helpful information to you and your
congregation.
The NCCS Executive Committee (2021 – 2023) was elected at the 47th AGM held on 15 April 2021. NCCS practises
collective leadership as it represents the Christian community in the public square. The Exco members are:
Bishop Dr Titus Chung
Bishop Dr Gordon Wong
Bishop Terry Kee
Rt Rev Keith Lai
Rev Dr Ngoei Foong Nghian
Mr Richard Jeremiah
Col Rodney Walters
Rev Dr Chua Chung Kai
Mr Daniel Chan
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Vice-President
Vice-President
General Secretary
Honorary Treasurer
Member
Member
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MCCY Minister meets Exco. Minister Edwin Tong requested to meet the leadership of the NCCS on 8 April. The meeting
was held at the Diocese of Singapore. The Minister took time to get to know Exco members and sought their views
during a time of dialogue. He especially thanked NCCS member churches for helping MCCY with their cooperation
during the Covid-19 pandemic. He emphasized that the pilot projects conducted at various NCCS member churches for
capacity studies and the risk assessment done at a designated church have helped government formulate social
distancing policies and set various control measures.
Gradual Resumption of Religious Activities Phase 3 Re-Opening. On 16 April, NCCS facilitated the 8th engagement
session between MCCY and pastors and church leaders since the beginning of Covid-19 pandemic. Participants
representing 183 churches and organisations participated in this latest session which included about a quarter from
non-member church representatives. MCCY presented the latest advisory update that allows for congregational livesinging. The authorities hope that with Covid-19 infections under control in Singapore and with increasing numbers in
the population being vaccinated, perhaps restrictions could be eased in the months ahead.
New Member. We warmly welcome Cornerstone Community Church (CCC) back to NCCS. The church’s application was
accepted by NCCS members at the 47th AGM on 15 April 2021. CCC withdrew its membership from NCCS on 31 May
2018 to join the APCCS, in order to emphasise its Pentecostal / Charismatic distinctiveness. However, Pastor Yang Tuck
Yoong, shared at the interview for NCCS membership that he always believed in the unity of the body of Christ. Hence,
he also supports churches who choose to have dual memberships with different church councils in Singapore.
Christian and Muslim Youth Leaders meet. This project was organised as a follow up of the visit to the Yusof Ishak
Mosque by NCCS leadership on 28 January (see March Update). Following the detention of the self-radicalised Christian
youth, both Muslim and Christian leaders recognised the need for the next generation of leaders to engage in building
relationships that are based on understanding and goodwill. This event was sponsored by NCCS in collaboration with
Harmony Centre and held at Covenant Presbyterian Church. Discussion was held in small groups which had a mix of
Christians and Muslims. Each group was given a specific topic and summaries of their discussions were presented to the
rest of the participants. After the event, the respective groups proceeded for lunch together to further build on their
new friendship.
Ethos Seminar. The Ethos Institute for Public Christianity held a Zoom webinar entitled “Church and Society in Pandemic
Times: An Evening with Minister Lawrence Wong” on 22 April. It was an opportunity for the Christian community in
Singapore to hear from the co-chairperson of the Multi-Ministry Taskforce on COVID-19 on the effects of the pandemic
on both church and society and the government’s efforts to mitigate the negative outcomes. After a short address, the
session devoted much time to interaction, where the participants posed their questions and the Minister provided frank
and detailed answers which significantly increased our awareness of the key issues at hand. Through his sharing of his
experiences and insights, we have been encouraged to persevere and do our part in the long struggle against the
pandemic, as part of the church’s witness and blessing to our society and nation.

